
Proof of exceptional English ability

CEFR Level C2



World-class recognition 
Cambridge English: Proficiency, also known as Certificate of 
Proficiency in English (CPE), is the highest level Cambridge 

. 

It shows that you have the fluency and confidence to function 
at the very highest levels of professional and academic life. 

Cambridge English: Proficiency is officially recognised by 

following are only a selected few:

University of 

University of 

Canada
University of  

Australia
University of 
Toronto
University of 
Oxford

London 
(University of 
London)
California Institute 
of Technology 
(CALTECH)
Universidade de 
Brasília
Université de Paris 
III – Sorbonne 
Nouvelle  
Hewlett-Packard 
(HP)
 

KPMG
IBM
ACNielsen
Sony
Bosch
DHL
Credit Suisse
Nokia
Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers (PwC)
Coca-Cola 

Cambridge English: Proficiency

England. 

UCAS points 

awards candidates with Cambridge English: Proficiency the following 
UCAS Tariff Points towards their application to UK universities 
and higher education institutions: Grade A – 140 points; Grade B – 
110 points; Grade  
C – 70 points. www.CambridgeESOL.org/UCAS-points

Working and studying in the UK 
The UK Border Agency accepts Cambridge English: Proficiency 

applications. 

Visit www.CambridgeESOL.org/UK-immigration for more 
details.

www.CambridgeESOL.
org/recognition



Success at the highest 
levels depends on your 
communication skills.
Cambridge English: Proficiency   
shows that you have mastered 
English to an exceptional level.



Why take Cambridge English: 
Proficiency? 

Cambridge English: Proficiency was the 

other languages at this level. 

the world have trusted and accepted Cambridge English: 
Proficiency for almost 100 years.

Your certificate is proof of your ability to use English with 
fluency and sophistication at a level approaching that of a native 
speaker.

Real-life language skills
Preparing for Cambridge English: Proficiency will give you the 
practical English skills to: 

postgraduate and PhD programmes

tutorials and seminars

in international business settings.

Reliable

Cambridge English exams provide the most reliable reflection of 
your language skills.

Fair 
Cambridge English exams cover all major varieties of English 
and are designed to be fair to users of all nationalities and 
linguistic backgrounds.

A Cambridge English qualification

www.CambridgeESOL.org/Proficiency



Proof of exceptional English ability 
Cambridge English: Proficiency is an in-depth examination 
at Level C2 of the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR) – the internationally accepted system for 
describing language ability. 

Cambridge English: Proficiency is focused on Level C2 – the 
highest CEFR level1 – and provides universities and employers 
with detailed evidence that you are able to use English at 
near-native levels in a wide range of situations.

1 CEFR Level C2 approximates to the IELTS band scores of 8.5–9.0.



Your results 
Cambridge English: Proficiency – Level C2 
Grade A, B or C

You will be awarded the Certificate of Proficiency in English 

level  demonstrates exceptional English ability.

Level C1 certificate

if you do not reach Level C2. 

a Cambridge English certificate stating that you demonstrated 
ability at C1 level.
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The world’s most valued English 
qualifications 
Universities and employers can instantly check the 
authenticity of your Cambridge English certificate online. 
We are also introducing exam day photos for greater 
security and to make your certificate even more valued 
and trusted.



The exam format
Cambridge English: Proficiency covers all four language 

of English component testing knowledge of grammar and 
vocabulary. 

The Speaking test is conducted face-to-face and you will take 
your test with one or two other candidates and two examiners. 
This format encourages candidates to produce a range of 
authentic communicative language and ensures greater 
reliability of marking. 

Each of the five papers carries 20% of the total marks.

Reading: 1 hour 30 minutes

manuals. 

Writing: 2 hours

Use of English: 1 hour 30 minutes

Listening: 40 minutes (approx)

Speaking: 19 minutes  

Tests your ability to communicate effectively in face-to-face 
situations. 

Download sample papers www.candidates.
CambridgeESOL.org



Exceptional English abilities stand out 
– even among the best.



Attaining excellence in English  
Our outstanding support    puts 
Cambridge English: Proficiency 
within your reach.



Next steps to taking  
Cambridge English: Proficiency

Step 1 
Test your level – take our free online test www.
CambridgeESOL.org/testyourenglish  
and see if Cambridge English: Proficiency is the 
right exam for you.

Step 2
Find a Cambridge ESOL exam centre near you for 
information about:

www.CambridgeESOL.org/centres

Step 3
Take the challenge – register for your exam!
A wide range of support and preparation materials are available 
to help you get the most out of your exam.

www.candidates.CambridgeESOL.org

Step 4
Pass the exam with flying colours! 
Once you have taken Cambridge English: Proficiency
one step closer to achieving your dreams and ambitions. 



Contact us:
University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations 
1 Hills Road 
Cambridge 
CB1 2EU 
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 1223 553997

Email: ESOLHelpdesk@CambridgeESOL.org

Cambridge English: Proficiency is developed by Cambridge ESOL – one 
of three major exam boards which form the Cambridge Assessment 
Group (Cambridge Assessment). Cambridge Assessment is a not-for-
profit department of the Uni  versity of Cambridge. More than 8 million 
people in 150 countries take Cambridge Assessment exams every year.

www.CambridgeESOL.org
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